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Soprano Playing Tips & Advice 

 

Soprano sax is an entirely different animal than an alto or tenor sax is. However, many players make the 

mistake of thinking “I play alto/tenor, therefore I can play soprano”. This could not be further from the truth. 

Yes, soprano saxophones still have a lot of similarities as they are a member of the saxophone family, but 

there are a few important differences in the way that you approach playing soprano that can make a huge 

difference in whether you actually can play soprano.  

So we have created this page to cover some of the general tips that we commonly give customers in order to 

help them achieve the most out of their new soprano and become a better player from day one.  

Soprano Playing Tip #1 

The best advice that w can give to anyone when it comes to modern soprano sax playing: RELAX! 

The biggest problem is that many players tend to pinch and play too tight on their embouchure. While this is 

good advice for any sax player, it is of critical importance on modern soprano. 

Soprano Playing Tip #2  

Modern sopranos are DESIGNED to play with the mouthpiece pushed on covering roughly 90% of the cork. 

That’s basically pushed on until it can’t be pushed on further.  This will help stabilize both intonation and 

response issues that many people experience with soprano.  

Soprano is a small enough embouchure that if you only push on covering 60-70% of the cork, you will be flat 

but can still manage to get a single tuning note up to pitch with a simple extra pressure on the embouchure. 

When you do this though, your octaves will be all off and there will be a gurgle in the lower end of the horn – 

all problems that people will THINK are a problem with the sax, when in reality, it is the player pinching their 

embouchure.  

So push on till it won’t go on any further and relax. You (and anyone listening) will be glad you did! 

 

Please feel free to give us a call or send us an email if you have any questions. 


